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Kirstie Manning, Human Resources Assistant, Human
Resources, developed a coloring book of hairstyles and
headdresses
Despite being tired from working overtime to complete work projects
prior to my residency week, I am proud that I accomplished my goal
of sketching women with different hairstyles and head wraps. The
majority of my work was created in my studio room. I started
sketches in my sketchpad with a simple #2 pencil. To refine each
sketch, I used tracing paper with a fine tip marker. Afterwards I
digitized the images by scanning the refined drawings into my
computer, uploading the scanned images into Adobe Illustrator, and
tracing and tweaking the images with my Wacom Bamboo tablet.
In hindsight, the last week in June would have been a better
time, as my work projects would have been completed for the month.
With the change in work, I had to take the middle week of July to help
my department. I thought that creating a coloring book would have
been easier for me than painting a portrait. It was not. With creating
a coloring book, the process is lengthy due to drawing multiple
sketches, narrowing the sketches down, perfecting, formatting, and
submitting the sketches to the publisher. Realistic planning would
have assisted in this challenge. Although the stipend will be used for
publishing expenses, I wish I had budgeted some funds for travel.
Being chosen for the Staff Creative Residency allowed me to see
that creating art for a living is actually a possibility, and I can make
something great even in a short amount of time. The residency
helped me to see that freelancing or creating my own projects would
be liberating, especially when I have a set schedule and money saved
to invest into the production.
The residency has revealed so much about myself. I forgot that
I could draw three decent sketches in ten minutes undistracted and
rested. I have questioned my love for creating, but during this time I
had tears from being happy to do something that I appreciate; that
week was therapy for me. Making art is truly a form of self-care,
which I need to implement into my life and I would not have
experienced that if it was not for the residency.

